9 Novenber 1962

A Proposal
to Establish at UCLA

a Center for Medi eval and Renai ssance & udi es.

It is proposed that a CGenter for Medi eval and Renai ssance S udi es be
est abl i shed at ucla as of 1 July 1963
. The Problem

During the past two decades nedi eval and Renai ssance studi es have bot h
greatly broadened amd at the sane tine tended to converge. These novenents
of schol arshi p have opened up new questions whi ch require a degree of coll ab-
oration anong experts wth very diverse conpetenci es such as coul d scarcely
have been envi saged a generation ago. Mreover, the investigation of new
probl ens has inevitably entailed a continuing re-exploration of traditional
ground froma broader perspective and with a deeper insight.

The Mddl e Ages are no longer anintelligible unit if defined sinply
as the phase of Cccidental culture extending fromthe victory of Christianity
to the overseas expansi on of western Europe. In nost fields of research
the problens of Latin Christendomin this period have been found to ramfy
into the Byzantine, Savic and Islamc East, and into the renarkably fertile
mnor Christian communities of the Qient. ten, as well, they are touched
by the cosnopol itan Jew sh culture. Increasingly, for purposes of creative
schol arshi p, the "Middle Ages" stretch fromlcel and to B hi opia, fromMrocco
to Miscovy. They include a constellation of kindred cul tures based intel -
| ectual |y on Geek thought and religiously on Jew sh nonot hei sm

S mlarly, Renai ssance schol arship has grown much nore conplex. It is
now seen that the Near East renained a naj or, although dw ndling, force in
the formati on of Wstern culture until deep into the sixteenth century.
Study of the Northern Renai ssance and of classical enthusiasns during the

Mddl e Ages has provided a w der context for understandi ng the renarkabl e



originality of Italy in this period. Even the Refornmation is now general |y
envi saged | ess as a break wth the past than as the cul mnation of powerf ul
religious inpul ses of the four centuries prec?gﬁing. Functional ly the ol d

di vi si on bet ween nedi eval and Renai ssance schol arship has | ost nuch of its

significance. They are nowa unified field of investigation.

The new view of the Mdd e Ages and Renai ssance has | i kew se expanded
under standi ng of the inplications of classical studies. Anareness both of
continuities and of mutations in the tradition sterming fromAntiquity is
integral to the erosion of barriers between nedi eval and Renai ssance schol ar -
ship, and | ends new vivi dness to our sense of the G aeco-Ronan el enent as a
living and creative ingredient inlater ages. Not only in the Latin Vést
but al so i n Byzantium and the Near East, G eece and Rone provided nuch of
t he comrmon denom nat or .

A major research center inpl enenting and enl argi ng the new concepti on
of medi eval and Renai ssance studies, and their close alliance wth classical
schol arship, is needed inthis country, but nowhere seens in prospect save
at ULA Harvard, for exanple, is blocked by the fact that nost of its

advanced Byzantine studies are at Dunbarton Caks, 400 mles from Canfori dge.

II. The Reasons for Establishing a Genter of Medi eval and Renai ssance

Sudies at UJA

(1) The Regential decisionto make UJAthe prinary focus for devel opnent
of Near Eastern Sudies wthin the Uhiversity of California nakes | ogi cal
and, indeed, academcal |y necessary an intensification of the study of the
i nnuner abl e ways in which the Near East influenced and was influenced by the
Véstern and the S avic peoples during their formative period. It is not
irrelevant that a naj or statenent of the new conception of medieval studies
as enbracing not only the Wst but al so the Byzantine and Islemic areas is

Prof essor Qustave von Grunebaum's Medieval Islam, 2nd edn. (Chicago, 1953).




Under his | eadership the ULA Near Eastern Center has devel oped not only
international Iy recogni zed work in the Arabic, Hebrew Iranian and Turkic
fields, but also inthe (much rarer) study of the oriental Christian cul tures.
The recent coomtnent of the National Association for Arnenian Sudi es and
Research to endowa chair at ULAinthe Arnenian field is significant for
nedi eval studies here.

(2) The relative adjacency of UJdLAto the Hiuntington and dark Libraries,
wth their massive resources in the English Renai ssance, is a pi ece of good
fortune whi ch denmands great enphasi s on Renai ssance studies at ULA No
other naj or Anerican university has so great an opportunity. An under st and-
ing of the total Renai ssance, and not nerely the English Renai ssance whi ch
was so largely dependent on Gontinental inpul ses, i S fundamental for anal ysis
of many of the nost significant elenments in Anvericanlife. The recent' gift
to UQLA of the Hner Belt Library of M nciana, and the purchase of the Nico-
dem and Gorsini libraries, point our direction. The French, Gernan, Scan-

di navi an, Netherl andi sh, Spani sh, Portuguese, Czech and Pol i sh Renai ssances,
as wel |l as the English Renai ssance, await far nore intensive research, to
all of which the study of the Italianis primary. And, to repeat, the new
context of their investigationis continuity wth the Mddl e Ages, a Mddl e
Ages to which the Near East is integral.

III. Purposes of the Proposed Center.

The Center:

(1D would publish, through the University press, a journal of nedieval
and Renai ssance studi es devoted prinarily, although not exclusively, to
probl ens of cultural osnosis anong the many sub-cul tures of the Mddl e Ages
and Renai ssance. Initially at least, this publicationwoul d be annual . It
woul d receive and solicit articles not only fromnenbers of the Lhiversity's
faculty on al | canpuses, and fromour doctoral graduates, but from conpetent

scholars the world over. In place of reviews, it would try systenatically
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to publish critical evaluations of significant nonographs and articles rel e-
vant to the Mddl e Ages and Renai ssance appearing in | anguages not generally
used by scholars inthis field Thereis a growng body of publicationin
the S avic, Scandi navian and Net herl andi sh tongues, in Arabic, Turkish, Iran-
i an, Arnenian, Georgian, G eek, Hebrew Hungarian, F nnish, Runani an, V¢l sh,
and even in the | anguages of South and East Asia, which is partially inacces-
sible even to the nost |earned scholar. No abstracting service is envi saged,
but rather an effort to point to the nore solid and provocative new findi ngs
now | argel y unavai l abl e. The Center's journal woul d therefore have a consi d-
erabl e advi sory board, chiefly drawn fromal | canpuses of the Uhiversity, to
serve as scouts for, and eval uators of, such naterials.

(2 would stimulate contributions to the various nonograph series of the

Press. Wether any new series is needed renai ns to be seen. A Qorpus Scrip-

torum de Re Technica has been di scussed to publish the now unavail abl e nedi eval

and Renai ssance naterial s on technol ogy witten in Latin, Arabic, Italian
and German.

(3) would arrange small invitational conferences to discuss substantive
probl ens in nedi eval and Renai ssance studi es, and to explore their grow ng
edges. Presunably papers presented to, or energing from these
conf erences woul d often be published in the Center's journal and woul d thus
have international influence.

(4) woul d devel op |iai son between UCLA and national and internati onal
scholarly bodies in the field.

(5 woul d expl ore sources of funds for research and woul d aid nenbers
of the faculty in applying for such assi stance.

(6) would help to build library resources, including mcrofilns, inits
field at UCIA. The recent appointnent of M. J. M Edelstein as speci al

bi bl i ographer for the Mddl e Ages and Renai ssance narks a great advance.
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(7) would cooperate with, and buttress rel ated research units (see
infra, V).

(8) woul d arrange public | ectures and col | oqui a, woul d be hospitabl e
to visiting scholars, and woul d act as a stimulus and "cormunications
center" for nedi eval and Renai ssance activities and interests. It woul d
al so occasional |y aid Extension in organi zing rel evant of feri ngs,

(9) woul d consult, by neans of its Drector and Advi sory Committee,
wth departnental chai rnen, the deans of the various colleges and prof essi onal
school s, the Dean of the Gaduate Dvision, and the directors of other research
units, regarding continual strengthening of the faculty inits field of interest.

(10 woul d award resear ch assi stant shi ps and graduate fell owships. These
woul d be publicized over the country by neans of brochures and posters.

(1) would consult wth the appropriate departnents, school s and col | eges
to facilitate the study wthin those departnents, schools and col | eges of
students w th nedi eval and Renai ssance i nterests.

(120 would arrange infornal social gatherings, nornally inrelation to
| ectures or the like, at which scholars of kindred interests nay becone better
acquai nted. This is very necessary at UCLA because of the residential dif-
fusion of the faculty.

V. Relation of the proposed Genter to other research units at UCIA.

Curing the past few years UCLA has devel oped a group of research units
in the humanities and soci al sci ences which are in many ways nutual |y but -
tressing: the Near Eastern Center, the Russian and Eastern European CGenter,
the Genter for the Sudy of Conparative Fol klore and M/t hol ogy, and the
Genter for Research in Languages and Linguistics. Meny of our faculty are
actively concerned wth nore than one of these centers. Wiile each has a
distinctive field and function, their bibliographical growh has in parti -
cul ar been supporting to each other. The proposed Genter for Medi eval and

Renai ssance Studies fits this pattern.
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V. Relation of the proposed Center to faculty on ot her campuses of the

University.

There are al ready excellent nedi eval and Renai ssance schol ars bot h
at Rverside and at Santa Barbara, to speak only of southern California.
S nce obviously thirteen centuries of the devel opnent of our civilization
cannot be neglected either at the undergraduate or the graduate | evel, wth-
intw decades there will be considerable groups of faculty inthis field
on ei ght canpuses of the Lhiversity. It would be astonishing if, on at
| east a few of these, research units sonmewhat simlar in scope to that of
the proposed CGenter were not eventual |y devel oped. Meanwhil e, the UCIA
CGenter should do all inits capacity to support and encourage i nterested
schol ars on al | canpuses. As has been indicated, their contributions to
its journal and to its conferences woul d be sought, and their researches
pronoted in so far as nay be possible. Wen rel ated research units energe
on ot her canpuses, the UCIA institute woul d work closely with themfor com
non obj ecti ves.

M. The faculty at UJA in nedi eval and Renai ssance st udi es.

For several years a Renai ssance G oup and a Faculty Medi eval A ub,
w th | argely overl appi ng nenber shi ps, have been operating infornal |y at
UCIA. Thanks largely to their discussions and representations, the library
is being notably strengthened and desirabl e addi ti ons have been nade, or
are bei ng made, to the faculty, al though nuch renai ns to be done in both
respects. As of the autumn of 1962, the follow ng 63 nenbers of the faculty
and staff of UJA have a research interest in the Mdd e Age;: and Renai ssanee

as described in section |, above:

Janes Andrews Spani sh (Portuguese and Spani sh Renai s-
sance theatre)

Sanuel Armist ead Spani sh (Medieval Spani sh epic. , bal | adry
and hi st ori ogr aphy)

Al exander Badawy Art (Coptic art)



Franz Bgmnl

Elmer Bel t
Marc Bensimon
Karl B rkneyer

Henri k Birnhaum

Kennet h Chapman

Mark Qurtis

Her bert Davidson

Dant e della Terza

Robert Dent

Hugh D ck

A fred Dol ch

Janos Eckmann

J. M Hdel stein
Ant hony For bes
JAC QGant

Jonas Qeenfield

(harl es Gullans
Rudol ph Habenicht
Wayland Hand

WI IiamH t chcock
Andrew Horn

Grnani c Lang. (Mddle Hgh Gernan litera-
ture and philol ogy; Mddle Latin litera-
ture, Gernan palaeography, 1000-1500)

School of Medicine (Leonardo da Vinei)

French (Renaissance literature)

Art (14th-15th cents.)

Javic Lang. (Slavic historical |inguistics;
nedi eval and Renai ssance S avic intel -
| ectual history)

Ger man Lang. (Scandi navi an di al ect ol ogy)

H story (Engli sh Renai ssance educati on
and politics)

Near East Ieng.(Arabic and Hebrew phil o-
sophy)

Italian(Mddl e Ages and Renai ssance)

Engli sh (Elizabet han dran®; Shakespeare
bibliography)

English (Hist_ory of literature, science
and ideas in Renai ssance Engl and)

Gernani ¢ Lang. (Gothic; Od H gh Gernan;
Qd Saxon; early nedi eval conmmentari es)

Near Eastern Lang. (The Eastern Turki sh
worl d during the Mddl e Ages)

Library(Mdd e Ages; Renai ssance)
H story (English Renai ssance | aw and politics)

Political Science (Legal history: English,
canon | aw, | aw nerchant)

Near Eastern Lang. (Medieval Jewi sh litera-
ture and history)

English (Scottish Renai ssance poetry)
English (Barly Tudor literature)
Gernani ¢ lang. (Literature; folklore)
Hstory (Renaissance; Reformation)

School of Library Service (Medieval and
Renai ssance | i braries and bi bl i ogr aphy)



A bert Hoxie

Judd Hubert

Paul Jor gensen
Robert S Ki nsnan
John Lapp

VoI f Leslau
Philip Levine
Mriam Li cht hei m
Thonas Marrocco
WI |i amMatthews
E nest Mody
Donal d O'Mil | ey

Moshe Perlmann
Carlo Pedretti
James E Phillips
Jaan Puhvel

Gl bert Reaney

H orence Ridley
Ml t er Rubsanen
Carl Sheppard

Joseph S | ver man

Hi Sobel

Charl es Sper oni
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Hstory (Late Renai ssance architecture
and allied arts)
French(Renai ssance literature)
Engl i sh (Renai ssance)
Engl i sh (Renaissance)
French (Prose and poetry of the P ei ade)

Near Eastern Lang. (Ethiopic cul tures)

d assi cs (Palaecography; Late Latin literature)

Hstory (Coptic texts)

Misi ¢ (Trecento Italian nusic)
English(Late Mddl e Ages i n Engl and)

Phi | osophy (Medi eval | ogic and phil osophy)

School of Medi ci ne(Medi eval . and Renai s-
sance anat ony and physi ol ogy)

Near Bastern lang. (Near Eastern history
and civilization)

At (Leonardo da M nci 's context)

Engl i sh(continental backgrounds of the
academc contributionto English lit-
erature in the Renaissance)

d assics (Linguistics; vul gar Latin)

Misi ¢ (Medieva_l nusic and related |itera-
ture, especially French)

Engl i sh (Medi eval and Renai ssance Scotti sh
l'iterature)

Misi c (TItalian, Netherl andi sh, French,
Gernan and Scottish nusic of the 15th
and 16t h cents. )

Art (Medieval scul pture to the 13th century)

Spani sh (Renaissance drana, and bal | adry)

Germanic Lang.(Mddle-class culture in
Renai ssance Germany)

Italian(Renai ssance Ital o-English lit-
erary rel ati onshi ps)



Kate Seinitz
Robert & evenson

Robert S ockwel |

Nor nan Thr ower

Andreas Ti et ze

A useppe Velli

Qust ave von Grunebaum

Soeros \Wyoni s
Eic Wahlgren

Lynn Wi te, jr.

A enys Witchard
Terence WI bur

Horry E WIIlians

Dean Vérth

Mari on Zeitlin
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(Leonardo da M nci)
Musi ¢ (sixteenth century Spani sh Misi c)

English (History of English pronunci a-
tion and syntax)

Geogr aphy (History of Cartography)

Near Eastern lang. (Turkish |anguage and
literature of the 14th-16th cents.; fol klore

Italian(15th century literature)

Hstory (Islamic and Byzantine intellec-
tual history)

Hstory (Byzantium)
Germanic lang. (01d Norse; |cel andic, runes)

Hstory (Medieval and Renai ssance tech-
nol ogy; | ndic influences)

French(Arthurian |egends; Welsh)
Germanic lang. (Linguistics, Qd Irish)

French (01a French and Spani sh language
and literature)

S avic lang. (Literary | anguage of Kievan
Russia, 1lth-1hth cents.)

Port uguese (01d Portuguese and Spanish)

The proposed Center would not directly affect the teachi ng prograns of

the rel evant departnents, save as nmight result fromthe consul tations indi-

cated supra, IITI(10. However, it is hoped and expected that the conferences,

colloqui a, lectures, etc., organized by the Center, as well as the Center's

efforts to aid the research projects both of individuals and groups, wthin

its sphere, wll further enliven both undergraduate and graduate teachi ng

i n nedi eval and Renai ssance st udi es.

MI. Sructure and oerati on.

The Director of the Genter woul d be appoi nted by the Chancel | or of

UCIA on nomnation of the Dean of the (ol lege of Letters and Science, to
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whom the Director shall report. The Dean of the College shall appoint an
Advisory Committee to work with the Director in the development and operation
of the Center. The editor and editorial board of the Center's journal shall
be appointed annually by the Director in consultation with the Advisory Gan-
mittee.

The Director should normally be relieved of teaching one course. He
should consult frequently with the Advisory Committee and the editor of the
journal, and informally with al | membas of the faculty concerned with med-
ieval and Renaissance studies, to assure that the Center shall be responsive
to faculty needs and wishes.

The Center should be housed with the editorial office of its journal,
in the physical area of the faculty in humanities and social sciences.

VIII. Budget for 1963-64.

I. Salaries FTE
A. Academic (0)
1. Director (1/3 time) 0.3k $5,600.00
2. Research assistants
(2 on 11 months at $2640) 1.00 5,280.00

$10,880.00

B. Non-academic (1)
1. Secretary-stenographer II
(6 mo. at $380; 6 mo. at

$399.) 1.00 L, 67k.00
C. General assistance (2)

(1/8 of $l,34k.) 0.12 543,00
2.5465

II. Supplies and expense (3)
Telephone, mailing, travel,
hospitality, honoraria,

stationery, printing, etc. 2,600.00
III. Equipment and facilities (4)
Electric typewriter $ 350.00
Metal filing cabinet 52.00
Storage cabinet 105.00
Book cases (2) 120.00
Audograph and transcriber T29.00
Duplicating machine 300.00

1,656,400
Total 20,353.00
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Comment s on 1963-64 budget :

1. It is assuned that the editor of the Centerts journal will have an
of fice adjacent to the Center's office and wll utilize its services
and facilities. The Wniversity of Galifornia Press likew seis pre-
pared to of fer sone secretarial assistance to editors of journals

publ i shed by them

2. It is anticipated that L4 research assistants(on half tine) will be
requested for 1964-65, 6 for 196566, and 8 for 1966 67.

Respectful | y present ed,
Dant e della Terza
Waylamd Hand

Philip Levine

B nest Mbody

Jaan Puhvel

Qust ave von Grunebaum

Lynn Wiite, jr . (chairnan)
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